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Lodge Religion Unchristian 
And Antichristian 


THE GOD OF THE LODGES MAY BE ANY HEATHEN GOD 
OR FALSE DEITY, LODGES REDUCE THE BIBLE TO EQUALITY 


WITH HEATHEN BOOKS, LODGE SPIRIT NOT CHRISTIAN 


SPIRIT, 


AND LODGE REJECTION OF DEITY AND LORDSHIP 


OF CHRIST PROVE LODGES UNCHRISTIAN 


BY JOHN R. RICE 


(The third article on lodges in the 
light of the Bible) 


The book, Heresies Exposed, 
compiled by William C. Irvine, 
(with an introduction by Dr. Lewis 
T. Talbot, President of the Los 
Angeles Bible Institute and Pastor 
of the Great Church of the Open 
Door), is a most useful book on 
modern heresies. It has a chapter 
on “Freemasonry” by W. Hoste, 
B.A. Mr. Hoste calls attention to 
the fact that “Freemasonry, viewed 
doctrinally, is Theosophy.” And to 
this sad fact, that the God of Ma- 
sonry “is a composite deity — Je- 
hovah, Baal, and On or Osiris, 
rolled into one, under the initials 


J. B. 0” 


If this is true, Masonry is literal- 
ly idol worship. And remember, it 
is the boast of Masonry, that its 
religion is the primitive religion of 
heathen people, the religion of any 
pagan who might have believed in 
a Supreme Being! 

Read what Mr. Hoste says very 
carefully: 

“Freemasonry, viewed doc- 
trinally, is Theosophy. But, 
someone may interject, Does 
it not speak of God, Christ, 
the Bible, etc? Yes, like 
Theosophy, it is heavily ca- 
mouflaged with scriptural ex- 
pressions, but used in an un- 
scriptural sense. Without 
doubt, in general its vocables 
are the same, but the god of 
Masonry at any rate is alto- 
gether other than the God of 
the Bible. He is a composite 
deity —- Jehovah, Baal and On, 
or Osiris, rolled into one, under 
the initials J. B. O. Noviti- 
ates are kept in ignorance of 
this; they hear the descriptive 
title, ‘the Divine Architect,’ 
and imagine that it is the 
God of the Bible who is meant. 
Whereas, if Freemasonry -be 
true, the very idol that Jeze- 


bel set up in defiance of Je- 
hovah, and On — one of those 
gods of Egypt, against which 
Jehovah ‘executed judgment’— 
share the Godhead with Him. 
Was it for nothing He gave the 
commandment,--“Thou shalt 
have none other gods beside 
Me’ (Exo. 20:3); and said, 
‘My glory will I not give to 
another, neither My praise to 
graven images’ (Isa. 42:8) ? 
‘Christ,’ too, is on the lips of 
the Mason, but only in a list of 
heathen and mythical heroes— 
Buddha, Vishnu, Baldur, Os- 
iris,. Adonis, etc; all on the 
same plane, and ‘but different 
labels of the same idea.’ A 
niche has always been offered 
to Christ in ‘the world’s pan- 
theon, but He claims the 
Throne; ‘Other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid 
which is Jesus Christ;’ “There 
is none other name under 
heaven given among’ men, 
whereby we must be saved.’ 
Christ ‘in all things must have 
the pre-eminence’ (I Cor. 3: 
11; Acts 4:12; Col. 1:18).” 


The god of Masonry is not the 
God of Christianity. Masonry is 
an unchristian religion, the op- 
posite and the enemy of true Bible 
Christianity. 


The Bible of the Lodges May Be 
The Koran or Any So-Called 
"Sacred Book" of Heathen 

Religions 
In the article on BIBLE on page 
104 of the Encyclopedia of Mason- 


ry by Mackey, so largely used by 


Masons everywhere, we find the 
usage of the Bible and the atti- 
tude toward the Bible of the secret 
orders and lodges. I copied from 
the Encyclopedia of Masonry in 
the Scottish Rite Cathedral in Dal- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Are Some Predestined to Be 


Saved and Some 


Answered by The Editor 


Dear Brother E—-: 

In your letter of January 8th 
you asked, “Brother Rice, do you 
have any books explaining elec- 
tion or predestination? Is it fixed 
in the beginning for some to go 
to Hell and some to Heaven?” 


Answer: No, I have no books on 
the question of election or pre- 
destination. However, I will an- 
swer your question the best I can. 

Certainly it is not fixed for any- 
hody to go to Hell. Jesus said, 


“Whosoever will, let him take the 


water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 
God says that “The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, NOT 
WILLING THAT ANY SHOULD 
PERISH, BUT THAT ALL 
SHOULD COME TO REPENT- 
ANCE” (II Pet. 3:9). Again God 
says, “As I live, saith the Lord 
God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and life” 


to Be Lost? 


(Ezek. 33:11). Those Scriptures 
plainly say that God wants every- 
body to be saved, and that it is 
not His fault if they are not saved. 
Again, in Acts 17:30 Paul said 
that now God commanded “all men 
everywhere to repent,” that is, for 
everybody. 

The death of Christ on the cross 
paid for the sins of the whole 
world, That is clear from John 3: 


16. First John 2:2 says plainly, 
“And he (Christ) is the propitia- 
tion for our sins: and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world.” Nothing could be 
plainer. The death of Christ on 
the cross paid for the sins of ev- 
ery person that should ever live. 
Everybody could be saved if they 
would. 


What, then does the Bible mean 
by predestination and election? 
That is made clear, I think, in 
Romans 8:28-34. Es y read 
verse 29 which says, “For whom 
he did foreknow, he also did 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


? 


“And He Gave... 


Some, Evangelists” 


‘6(,ather 


Shorn of its parents, 


(‘“‘When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord 
will take (Heb, ‘gather’] me up.” — Psa. 27:10.) 


Gather me up —as a chalice all shattered; 
Piece me together — once more make me whole: 
Gather the fragments which now are so scattered; 
Give me completeness again in my soul. 


Gather me up —as a lamb, lost and lonely — 
Bleating for comfort, and compassed with need: 

Great Shepherd-heart — to have sense of Thee only —- 
That is the solace for which I would plead. 


Gather me up— as an orphan forsaken, 


Just to be gathered, and by Those Arms taken — 
Exquisite soothing — amazing relief! 


Thus in my brokenness, anguish and sorrow, 
Will not He “gather” me? Doth not He care? 
Will not He bear me through life’s long to-morrow, 
And joys unending at last with me share’ 


I 
Me Up” 


and broken in grief; 


— J, Danson Smet" 


Two More Saved Through 
“The Sword of the Lord” 


Monday a letter came from 
Holmesville, Nebraska, telling of a 
glorious conversion last March 
through The Sword of the Lord. 
Then Tuesday another letter came 
from Senath, Missouri, with the 
blessed news that a man was saved 
through the paper for January 5th. 

Rejoice with us! 


Here is the first letter: 


“Holmesville, Nebraska 
January 11, 1940 


“Rev. John R. Rice 
201 East Tenth Street 
Dallas, Texas 


“Dear Brother Rice: 


“I am writing to tell you 
that I was gloriously saved 
when I read the article Re- 
ligious But Lost in The Sword 
of the Lord last March. I nev- 
er wrote to tell you about it 
then, but I feel burdened to 
write to you about it tonight. 
Keep up the good work you 
are doing through the paper 
and booklets. I am praying 
for you daily. 

“Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) “Milton Frantz.” 


The article Religious But Lost 
is now in tract form. We would 
be glad to send a single copy free 
anywhere. It has twenty-four 
pages, a nice colored cover, and is 
beautifully printed. It has many, 
many Scriptures showing the dan- 
ger of people depending on church 
membership or baptism or good 
works or lodges to save. No doubt 
there are millions of people who 
are religious but are lost. The 
booklet costs us about $2.00 per 
hundred postpaid, and you may 
have them at cost. Why not get a 
dollar’s worth and give them to 
friends who need this message, 
those who have never been born 
again, though they may be moral 
or religious? 

We thank God that the Holy 


Spirit burdened Milton Frantz to 
write us about his conversion. 
When we sow the gospel seed, it 
is oftentime long afterward when 
we hear how God has blessed it 
with a glorious fruitage. 


Here is the second letter: 


“Senath, Missouri 
January 14, 1940 


“Mr, John R. Rice: 


“T have been a reader of 
your paper for some time. The 
paper you put out January 5th, 
I think is wonderful. I let Mr. 
Abott read it and he said he 
was saved from reading that 
paper. He wants the paper, so 
enclosed find 50c in stamps. 
Send the paper to Calvie 
Abott, Senath, Missouri. Also 
send me some sample copies 
of January 5th and I will try 
and send you some subscrip- 
tions to your paper. 

“We still have a few con- 
secrated Baptists yet. Hope 
you will keep the good work 
going. I had a good letter 
from Brother Sam today. I 
am helping him every month. 
Be sure and mail out those 


papers. 
“Yours in Jesus’ name, 
(Signed) “C. A. Davis.” 


It is refreshing that the first 
issue of the paper with a strong 
article showing how Christians 
ought to come out and be sepa- 
rate from secret orders was used 
of God to save a soul, and that at 
this time God put it in the heart 
of another man saved heretofore 
to write and tell us about it. 

Why not plan today to subscribe 
for The Sword of the Lord for 
friends, and so get the gospel into 
the homes of others? Remember 
the subscription price is $1.00 a 
year, or three years for $2.00. 

Write to The Sword of the Lord, 
201 E. Tenth Street, Dallas, Texas. 


"wrdd has @ piace for the evangelists. 


BY THE EDITOR 


When Jesus ascended on high, 
“He led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men.” Those gifts the 
Lord Jesus gave to men are named 
in Ephesians 4:11: 

“And he gave some, apos- 
tles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers.” 
Apostles, prophets, evange 

pastors and teachers — these are 
the gifts that God gave to men. 
And the purpose of these gifts is 
“for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ.” 

Among others, then, evangelists 
are God's gift to His church and 
to all men. 

Philip, one of the seven Spirit- 
filled servants of the church at 
Jerusalem, appointed to look after 


the needs of the widows, was so . 


on fire for God that he went down 


to Samaria and led, under God, a4 


mighty revival that shook the city 
as told in the 8th chapter of Acts. 
He is called ‘‘Philip the evangelist” 
(Acts 21:8). And to Timothy, Paul 
wrote, earnestly exhorting him, 
“Do the work of an evangelist” 
(II Tim. 4:5). It is manifest the 


Paul himself was more evan- 
gelist than pastor, At Ephesus he 
remained three years, but ordinari- 
ly his work was the evangelistic 
campaign, the revival effort. After 
a strenuous period of soul winning 
and baptizing and teaching in one 
place, he would go to another. 

There has been in some circles 
strong propaganda against evan- 
gelists. Pastors often speak 
slightingly of “the professional 
evangelists.” Why should an 
evangelist who spends all his time 
in soul winning campaigns, be 
called “professional” any more 
than a- pastor who spends all his 


time in the pastorate, be callét~ 


“a professional pastor’? If by 
“professional” you mean full time, 
then there is no reason why an 
evangelist should not be profes- 
sional. If by the term “profession- 
al’’ it is meant that evangelists are 
insincere and commercial, then it 
could be applied surely just as apt- 
ly to thousands of pastors. God 
will hold pastors and churches to 
account for despising evangelists, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


EDITOR IN TERRE 
HAUTE, INDIANA 


Friday at 6:00 p.m, the editor 
expect to take the Bluebonnet 
train on the Katy railroad for St. 
Louis, then the Pennsylvania to 
Terre Haute, Indiana. There he 
will be engaged for fifteen days, 
beginning Sunday, with the Terre 
Haute Bible Center, conducted by 
Rev. H. H. Drake. The revival will 
include radio services. It is ex- 
pected that the campaign will 
close February 4th and will be fol- 
lowed by two weeks in the Pine 
Street Presbyterian Church, Ham- 
mond, Indiana, February 5th to the 
18th. It will be a joy to look in 
on some services of the Moody’s 
Founder’s Week Conference Feb- 
ruary 5th to the i1lth. 

The Galilean Baptist Church, 
Dallas, has called Dr. Robert J. 
Wells of Waterloo, Iowa, as pastor. 


He has not yet given his answer. 4 


Rev. Leonard Barnes will 
the pulpit next Sunday. 
the editor’ 
turns, or a pastor is secured, goods) 
nanevers will supply. 


sup 


iad 


en. 


s’ absence, until he re- me 


Meet us aia 
Lat oe a a 
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* Lodge Religion Unchristian and Antichristian 


(vas LLNUDY «2 00m PAUe A) 


las a few years ago, this state- 
ment: 
“The Bible is properly called 

a greater Uynt Of muasuury, Lor 

from tne center of tne ioage 

it pours fortn upon tne hast, 
the west, and tne South its 
reftulgent rays of Vivine trutn. 

The pible is used among Ma- 

sons aS a Symbol of tne will of 

God, however it may be ex- 

pressed, and theretore, what- 

ever to any peopie expresses 

that will, may be used as a 

substitute for the Bibie in the 

Masonic Lodge. Thus, in a 

lodge consisung entirely of 

Jews the Vid ‘.estament alone 

may be placed upon the altar, 

and ‘Turkish Masons make use 
of the Koran. Whether it be 
the Gospels to the Christian, 
the Pentateuch to the Israel- 
ite, the Koran to the Mussul- 
man, the Vedas to the brah- 
man, it everywhere Masonical- 
ly conveys the same idea — 
that of the symbolism of the 

Divine will reveaied to man.” 

Masons, then, regard the bible 
as only one of many sacred books, 
the one as good as the other, for 
Masonic purposes. A Moham- 
medan can be as good a Mason 
as a preacher. The Hindu religion 
fits in as well with Masonry as 
does the Christian religion, so this 
Masonic Encyclopedia plainly 
_ Bays. 

I have personally talked with 
Masons who have told me they 
were present in Masonic Lodges 
in foreign countries when the 
sacred book, used as the greater 
light, was not the Bible, but the 
Koran, the sacred book of the Mo- 
hammedans, 

The above quotation is very im- 
portant. Notice that “The Bible 
is properly called a greater light of 
Masonry.” It is only one of the 
great lights of Masonry. The 
Square and compass rest on top 
of the Bible in the Masonic lodge. 
It is held equal to the Bible as 
far as Masonry is concerned. 

In a Masonic lodge the Bible is 
only a symbol. It had just as well 
be the Koran, and it often is the 
Koran wherever there are Turks 
' or others who are Mohammedans. 


> -onty the Vedas to ors 


ay 

Seahman, or Hindu. The Vedas 
are the sacred writings of these 
heathen people. So the Bible does 
not mean in the Masonic lodge as 
furniture what it means to a Chris- 
tian. It is only “used among Ma- 
sons as a symbol of the will of 
God, however it may be expressed.” 
Certainly you can see that the 
lodge attitude toward the Bible 
is mot the same as the Christian 
attitude toward the Bible. 

You preachers who join the 
lodges, you church members in the 
lodges, is the Koran as good as the 
Bible to you? Is the Bible to you 
only a symbol? Or is it really the 
-wery Word of God, different from 
all the other books in the world, 
the very revelation of God Al- 
mighty ? 

But the lodges quote from the Bi- 
ble and refer to the Bible. Odd Fel- 
lows make much of the parable of 
the good Samaritan. Masons use 
the Lord’s prayer and the twenty- 
third Psalm in their burial serv- 
ices often. They quote other 
Scriptures. But I remind you that 
Mary Baker Eddy quotes Scripture 
Sa_prove her tngodty, Christ-deny- 
ing, so-called “Christian Science.” 
Mormons quote Scripture to en- 
dorse their having of many wives, 
and recently I have found that even 
Spiritualists quote the Bible and 
announce themselves as ministers, 
and their group as churches! 

Satan himself quoted Scriptures 
in the temptation of our Saviour 
(Matt. 4:6). Jesuits and others 
used the Bible to justify the hell- 
ish inquisition and the murder of 
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Christian martyrs. Yes, the lodg- 
es protess to use the hbibie, but 
actually the lodge religion does 


not regard the sible as the in- ple. 


spired and authoritative Word of 
wod. The Bibie is only a symbol 
in the lodges, only one of the great 
lights on the altar, and the noran 
would do as well, they say, in coun- 
tries where the Koran is revered. 

In a tract, The Christian and 
Secret Societies, Rev. Wendell P. 
Loveless, nationally known Bible 
teacher, ex-chaplain of the Masonic 
lodge at Wheaton, Illinois, tells of 
Masonry’s use of the Scriptures as 
tollows: 


“Masonry's Use of the Scriptures 


“Let me give you an example. 
In probably the best known of the 
secret orders extant today, I re- 
fer to Masonry, the name of 
Christ is deliberately stricken out 
from the Scripture passages used 
in the rituals, where the name of 
Christ occurs in the Bible in those 
passages. This is also true of most 
other lodges. In the charge to be 
read at tne opening of one of the 
degrees the following Scripture 
passage is given, ‘If so be ye have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, 
to. whom coming as unto a living 
stone, disallowed of men, but 
chosen of God, and precious, ye 
also as living stones be ye built 
up a spiritual house, an holy priest- 
hood to offer up sacrifices accept- 
able to God. Wherefore also it is 
contained in the Scripture,’ etc. 
This is a quotation of First Peter 
2:5, but please notice that the 
words ‘by Jesus Christ’ which oc- 
cur in the Bible are omitted in the 
lodge ritual. It is not a misprint; 
this passage is printed in this 
mutilated form in other rituals and 
not only that, but we are assured 
in a note on one of the passages 
that it is printed in this form pur- 
posely, for it says, “The passages 
are taken with slight but necessary 
modification, from the second chap- 
ter of the First Epistle of Peter.’ 

“Is it a ‘slight modification’ to 
take out the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ from Scripture pas- 
sages where it occurs? The name 
of Jesus Christ is deleted. We im- 
mediately see the terrible omis- 
sion wheii we realize that the name 

f,the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
nly name in which is salvation. 
ng piihan example is found in 
one of the other degrees, where 


Second Thessalonians 3:6 is quot-, 


ed, ‘Now we command you, breth- 
ren, that ye withdraw yourselves 
from every brother that walketh 
disorderly and not after the tra- 
dition which he received of us.’ 
The words ‘in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ’ are omitted in 
the ritual. It originally reads, 
‘Now we command you brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye withdraw your- 
selves,’ etc. And then the use of 
Second Thessalonians 3:12, ‘Now 
them that are such we command 
and exhort that with quietness they 
work, and eat their own bread.’ 
Here again the words ‘by our Lord 
Jesus Christ’ are omitted in the 
ritual.” (From The Christian and 
Secret Svcieties, 5 cents, National 
Christian Association.) 

From many sources I am assured 
that this is Masonry’s way of quot- 
ing the Bible, but we use the above 
quotation because Rev. Loveless, 
so widely known now as a minister 
and Bible teacher, at the head of 
WMBI radio station in Chicago, 
was himself a chaplain in a Ma- 
sonic lodge, having been initiated 
into seven degrees. 

It must be apparent to the hon- 
est reader that the lodges do not 
use the Bible reverently as the 
very infallible revelation from God 
which It claims to be. Anybody 
who can mutilate the Bible, strik- 
ing out the name of Jesus Christ 
and calling that a “Slight but 
necessary modification,” in the 
use of Scripture, does not have the 
Christian view of. the Bible. Do 
not the lodges stand in danger of 
the terrible curse pronounced in 
Revelation 22:19? “And if any 
man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophe- 
cy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out 
of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this 
book”? Surely the religion of the 
lodges is not the Christian religion. 


The Spirit of the Lodges Is the 
Opposite of the Spirit Com- 
manded of Christians 


When I went for the first time 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


“And He Gave... 
Some, Evangelists”’ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
the gifts He has given to His peo- 


Often a pastor is jealous of the 
love and appreciation and offer- 
ing which his people may shower 
upon the evangelist. Often the pas- 
tor himself is not appreciated as 
much as he ought to be. Sometimes 
the pastor’s quiet way suffers by 
comparison with the zeal and en- 
thusiasm of the evangelist. Espe- 
cially is it true that people hke 
new things, and the evangelist 
brings new methods and freshness 
which attract the people. If the 
evangelist stayed in the same place 
through the years, he too would 
grow tame and unattractive, very 
likely, to the same people who are 
so thrilied by his revival campaign. 
I say, the pastor is sometimes 
jealous of the influence of an evan- 
gelist over his people. 


Again, many pastors and church- 
es fear the plain speaking which an 
evangelist must do if he is to have 
an old-fashioned revival. God does 
not send a revival without plain 
dealing on the question of sin. The 
right kind of preaching about 
worldliness, the theatre, the dance, 
liquor, the lodges, and covetous- 
ness, offends many in the church, 
and so evangelists are often called 
radical, sensational, or trouble- 
makers. Sometimes, it is doubt- 
less true that the evangelist’s 
preaching is shallow or without the 
sincerity and the broken heart and 
the Bible founcation which is nec- 
essary for the greatest results in 
preaching against sin. But at the 
same time, if a man is true to the 
Bible, and preaches in the power 
of the Holy Ghost, his preaching 
will be sensational, certainly. That 
is, it will create a profound sen- 
sation. Anything that can bring 
conviction and repentance and 
tears and restitution is sensational. 
The kind of preaching that makes 
drunkards sober, makes harlots 
pure, reunites estranged husbands 
and wives, starts family altars, 
and sends young converts off to 
Bible schools and colleges or mis- 
sion fields for full-time Christian 
work, must be in the proper sense 
sensational. And such themes as 
Heaven, Hell, judgment, sin, the 
wrath of God and the imminence of 
death or Christ’s coming, are sen- 
sational themes. Evangelists sell 
their birthright when they guaran- 
tee themselves to be “safe and 
sane,” inoffensive and tame, meek 
and mild, like ivory soap flakes 
guaranteed not to harm the most 
delicate fabric! If John the Bap- 
tist or Elijah or Philip or Paul or 
Apollos or Peter were to come for 
evangelistic campaigns in mod- 
ern churches, who can imagine that 
the results would not be often sen- 
sational? If they should preach 
and pray as boldly and powerfully 
and plainly as they did in Bible 
times, there would doubtless be 
many a deacon or elder or steward 
offended, many a pastor embar- 
rassed, and some of the best paying 
members would probably be driven 
from the churches! But withal, we 
know that there would be in many 
cases a profound revival, a great 
stirring and sweeping of the Spir- 
it of God through the hearts and 
homes of the people, and the fire 
of God would burn brightly and 
the joy of the Lord would abound! 
If evangelists are true to God, 
true to the Bible, true to the Holy 
Spirit and true to their holy call- 
ing, as gifts from God to the 
churches and to the people, then 
evangelists must always run the 
risk of being called radical or sen- 
sational. 


A great complaint has been made 
that evangelists are so often 
money-minded. I am sad to confess 
that doubtless it is sometimes true. 
Evangelists are sometimes unwill- 
ing to live except in the more ex- 
pensive hotels: Sometimes, (not 
often, I believe), evangelists have 
insisted on some regular and set 
fee, which seemed large to pas- 
tors and churches. I think that 
big expense accounts- and ex- 
travagant living, and big parties 
of workers, have helped kill the 
goose that laid the golden egg in 
full-time evangelism. Mistakes of 
some evangelists have been held 
against evangelists as a group. 

But evangelists have sinned in 
this matter no worse than pastors, 
if as much. A great many pas- 
tors have more income than av- 
erage first class evangelists. And 
such pastors have their income 
with a good deal less stress of 


————————— 


heart and mind, less burden and 
less travail than a really good 
evangelist must carry. And why 
should an evangelist be called “‘com- 
merical” for asking set sums for 


revival services, when the average | earn, 


pastor demands a set sum for ev- 
ery week or month in the year? 
I prefer the free-will offering plan 
for both evangelists and pastors. 
For nearly fourteen years I have 
never received any set salary from 
churches I served as pastor. Of 
course I never asked any guaran- 
tee for evangelistic labors. I have 
found great blessedness in trust- 
ing the Lord and Him alone about 
my income. At the same time, it 
is certainly no more of a sin for 
evangelists to set some proper 
figure or salary per week for his 
revival efforts than for the pastor 
to insist on a set salary per week 
or month for his work. For such 
pastors to accuse evangelists of 
commercialism on the ground that 
a few (not very many, remember) 
ask for a definite financial guar- 
antee, is foolish as well as insin- 
cere. When the demand is exorbi- 
tant, it is open to just criticism, 
whether it is the pastor’s salary or 
the remuneration for the evan- 
gelist. Sometimes evangelists have 
used schemes to increase their of- 
ferings which were not defensible. 
But just as often have pastors and 
churches’ allowed bazaars, suppers, 
sales, and undue pressure in col- 
lections and canvasses for the pur- 
pose of raising their own salaries. 
Actually the charge of commercial- 
ism is no just reason for rejecting 
God’s appointed method of evan- 
gelistic services led by evangelists. 

Evangelists have sometimes been 
subject to justifiable criticism but 
no more often, I believe, than any 
other type of full-time Christian 
workers. The evangelist is more in 
the limelight, and depends more 
upon the good will and influence of 
other Christian workers for his 
calls to the churches, so the criti- 
cism of the evangelist has been 
louder. Pastors sit in the citadels 
of their churches, holding the 
purse strings of their people, and 
do not depend upon the influence 
of outsiders. On the other hand, 
any evangelist must have the good 
will and confidence of a wide circle 
in the ministry if he is to evange- 
lize in the churches. 


But there is a still stronger op- 
position to the work of the Bible 
evangelist. That opposition comes 
from modernism. A _ well-known 
evangelist was rebuked for preach- 
ing sharp sermons against sin, for 
preaching on Hell and judgment, 
for being definite, for being posi- 
tive in his denunciation of the 
worldliness in many churches. This 
evangelist answered the criticism 
to me in words like these, “Any 
one but an evangelist might trim 
his message, but I cannot. You 
may build a church building with- 
out preaching against sin, you may 
preside over a meeting of deacons, 
or enjoy a banquet with church 
young people, or drink tea with the 
Ladies Aid or tell jokes at a Rotary 
Club without preaching plainly 
against sin and demanding repent- 
ance. But without such preach- 
ing, you cannot be used of God to 
convict sinners and bring about a 
revival. The evangelist is tied down 
to a certain kind of preaching. He 
must preach an infallible Bible, an 
all-atoning blood redemption for 
sinners, a virgin-born Christ who 
is very God! The evangelist must 
believe in Hell and Heaven and 
judgment. I know of no way to 
have revivals without this kind of 
preaching.’ Neither does any one 
else! 


The evangelistic type of preach- 
ing which is absolutely essential 
to convict and save sinners and 
turn the hearts of the people to 
God in great revivals, the kind of 
preaching the Holy Spirit has al- 
ways chosen to use for these pur- 
poses, is offensive to the modern- 
ists. One can be a modernist and 
be a pastor in the case of a good 
many churches. One can be a 
modernist and a theological profes- 
sor. One can be a modernist and a 
Sunday school “expert.” But one 
cannot be a modernist and be a 
real evangelist. For that reason 
there is an antipathy between the 
modernists and evangelism, a fight 
to the very death. 


Once D. L. Moody and R. A. Tor- 
rey and J. Wilbur Chapman and 
Billy Sunday could enlist all the 
protestant churches, almost, in any 
given community in a revival ef- 
fort. In these days the wicked un- 
belief that calls itself. Christian 
Science, denying all the great fun- 
damentals of sin and atonement 
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and judgment and salvation, the 
lying hypocrisy that is modernism, 
that wolf in sheep’s-clothing, say- 
ing words that it does not mean, 
taking money that it does not 
churches and col- 
leges that it did not build — these 

te with others of their unbeliev- 
ing kind against the sincere Bi- 
ble kind of evangelists. It is most 
difficult now in many places to 
enlist even protestant churches in 
a great revival effort such as once 
was ‘so greatly blessed of God in 
America. Before you condemn the 
evangelist, remember who his ene- 
mies are, 


Often denominational headquar- 
ters are opposed to evangelists, and 
bring pressure to bear upon pas- 
tors and churches to keep them 
from calling evangelists to their 
help in special evangelistic cam- 
paigns. The denominational head- 
quarters have a tendency to be- 
come concerned more about rais- 
ing money for the denominational 
program than for anything else. 
Frequently denominational leaders 
take some brilliant young man, 
blessed of God in soul winning, 
some anointed preacher with a fer- 
vent heart whose message stirs the 
people, and with a good salary and 
official position, bribe him to leave 
the revival work and get about 
building up “the denominational 
program,” raising money for sal- 
aries, for schools and hospitals, for 
social centers, and literature. 
Evangelists who will carefully fos- 
ter the denominational program 
are often endorsed by denomina- 
tional headquarters. But generally 
denominational leaders are suspi- 
cious of evangelists, and have lit- 
tle use for them. The average de- 
nominafional program is concerned 
far more with schools, hospitals, 
salaries of leaders, denominational! 
property and prestige than it is 
with a great revival. The leader- 
ship in Samaria did not care for 
Elijah. The scribes and Pharisees 
and the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem did 
not care much for John the Bap- 
tist and his vigorous preaching of 
repentance. Later, Jewish leaders 
stoned Stephen, and everywhere 
Paul went his chief enemies were 
the perfunctory and formal re- 
ligious leaders. Evangelists had as 
well make up their minds that if 
they are true to God they will not 
regularly have the endorsement of 
denominational leaders. 


Backslidden pastors and church 
workers are often the enemies of 
the evangelist. With the increasing 
interest in the so-called “social 
gospel,” the “gospel of soup and 
soap,” many church workers have 
lost the vision of “souls that are 
doomed and damned through the 
curse of sin. They do not win souls 
themselves, and they see no rea- 
son why people should be so excited 
over evangelism. Learned profes- 
sors think that education will 
solve the needs and cure the hurts 
of humanity. Workers in social 
centers feel sure that with athletic 
contests, dancing lessons, work 
relief, and “brotherhood,” there is 
little need for great revivals. This 
is a part of the modernism and 
falling away of the day. Bible 
evangelism has many enemies and 
the evangelist is often despised by 
those he would help the most. 


The Open Door For Evangelists 


Yet, thank God, any God-called, 
God - anointed, wholly-surrendered 
evangelist has a work to do that 
needs to be done, that can be done, 
and all Hell cannot stop it! To 
such an evangelist the Lord Jesus 
says, “Behold, I have set before 
thee an open door, and no man 
can shut it: for thou hast a little 
strength, and hast kept my word, 
and hast not denied my name” 
(Rev. 3:8). That message to a 
soul winning church in a time of 
great oppression and apostasy can 
surely be applied to men given 
over wholly to preaching the glad 
news of salvation in evangelistic 
efforts. 

The gifts and callings of God are 
without repentance. God has given 
evangelists, and the evangelist, is, 
in the Scriptural order, more im- 
portant than pastors or teachers 
(Eph. 4:11). The more backslid- 
den the churches, the more need 
for evangelists. The more rational- 
ism and unbelief takes hold of the 
people, that much more our only 
hope is in God-sent and God-em- 
powered evangelists, that help 
bring about a mighty revival. 
More than any other group of 
Christian workers, evangelists are 
God’s safeguard of His truth. The 
school man is the first, sometimes, 
to throw away the Bible. The 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE THREE 


Lodge Religion Unchristian and Antichristian 


(Ova tINUBD 2hUM PAU 2) 


into a lodge room, I was struck 
forcibly and the Holy Spirit of 
God in me was grieved at the at- 
titude and spirit of men therein. 
I have mentioned elsewhere the 
levity about holy things, the pro- 
fane and careless use of God’s 
hame, the oaths, and the associa- 
tion with unchristian- and wicked 
men, But here let us mention fur- 
ther evidences that the spirit of 
the lodges is unchristian, not the 
spirit commanded in the Bible for 
Christian people. 

First, the secrecy of the lodges 
is the very opposite of the Great 
Commission. The lodge says, 
“Stay! We have wondertul spirit- 
ual lessons, lessons that subdue 
the passions, lessons that inculcate 
charity and virtue, lessons to fit 
men for Heaven. But tell them to 
no one except lodge brothers, those 
who have paid for the right to 
hear. Tell not these lessons to your 
wife. Tell them not to your son. 
Only persons of certain age and 
certain qualifications and certain 
sex may join your lodge, and that 
only by paying money or having 
others pay it for him. To these 
only, if they be in good stand- 
ing, having paid their dues, you 
may reveal the wonderful secrets 
that bless mankind.” 


How different is the command of 
the gospel! The command of Jesus 
is given in Mark 16:15 as follows: 


“Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” 


Again He said, “Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations’ (Matt. 28: 
19). The last invitation in the Bi- 
ble says, ““The Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that hear- 
eth say, Come. And let him that 
is athirst come. And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life 
freely” (Rev. 22:17). 


The contrast is great. The lodg- 
es say, ‘‘Keep the message secret.”’ 
But Jesus says, “Tell it abroad.” 
The message is not the same mes- 
sage and the spirit is not the same 
spirit, in the churches. and in the 
lodges! 

There are those who would make 
us believe that John the Baptist, 
the apostle John, even Jesus Him- 
self and other disciples, were mem- 
bers of secret orders. Masonic 
lodges are ‘“‘dedicated to God and 
the holy saints John,” with shock- 
ing blasphemy. But the idea that 
Jesus or His disciples had any- 
thing to do with secret orders is 
wickedly false. Jesus Himself 
said, “I spake openly to the world; 
I ever taught in the synagogue, and 
in the temple, whither the Jews 
always resort; and IN SECRET 
HAVE I SAID NOTHING” (John 
18:20). 

Jesus said nothing in secret. He 
did no secret teaching and had no 
part in secret rites such as_ the 
lodges have. How wonderful it 
would be if every preacher of the 
gospel would follow the example 
of Jesus Christ in this matter. 
Secret things, hidden things, secret 
signs, pass words, grips, secret 
lessons — these are not for the 
church and the Christian. The 
lodges in their secrecy are the very 
opposite of the spirit Christ a a 
The 
only reflection that was cast upon 
Joseph of Arimathza was that his 
discipleship was “secretly for fear 
of the Jews.” Christians are ex- 
horted by the Saviour not to hide 
their lighted candles under a bushel 
(Luke 8:16), but rather, “Let your 
light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

Again, the lodges shut out the 
poor. Lodge degrees cost money, 
lots of money. Lodge dues are 
heavy. During these depression 
years there has been a great de- 
crease in lodge membership in the 
United States because the lodges 


require such heavy fees. Therefore, 


the lodges do not have room for 
the poor. Many a man has told me 
that if he could save the money, 
he hoped to join the Masons. And 
several lodges will not receive the 
lame or the blind, people with one 
arm or one leg. They may become 
objects of charity! 

But how different is the spirit 
of the gospel, the spirit of Christ. 
Jesus, illustrating the gospel ap- 
peal, tells the story of a Man who 
sent out. His servant to invite peo- 
ple to come to a great supper. 
When some would not come, the 
Master said to His servant, “Go 
out quickly into the streets and 


lanes of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the maimed, 
and the hait, and the blind.” Yet 
there was more room. And the 
Lord said unto His servant, “Go 
out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, tnat 
my house may be filled’ (Luke 14: 
21-23). Thousands of missionaries 
go to the heart of Africa, live in 
huts with dirt floors among wild 
beasts, and teach naked savages, 
or they go into the Interior of 
China, or to crowded India, or to 
the South Sea Islands. Mission- 
aries go to the lepers and die as 
lepers, that they might give the 
gospel to those who cannot pay! 
in every great city Rescue Missions 
are open to find the drunkard and 
the harlot, the prodigal boy, the 
ex-convict, the down-and-outer, the 
dope fiend, and to bring them, if 
possible, to Jesus Christ. They are 
given food, they are given the gos- 
pel, they are ministered to with 
tears and love! I go in a few weeks 
to spend a week in such a great 
gospel Rescue Mission. In such a 
place I felt the call of God to 
preach. It is the heart af Chris- 
tianity, that the gospel of the good 
news that Christ died for sinners, 
is to be carried to every creature. 


But alas, that is not the spirit 
of the lodges. The lodges are for 
those who can pay. Members are 
strictly forbidden under oath to 
reveal the secrets to others. Ma- 
sons are sworn to not discuss the 
things of Masonry with a lodge 
that has not paid dues to the Grand 
Lodge (a clandestine lodge), or 
with a clandestine Mason. In the 
benediction of a Masonic Burial 
Service before me, the prayer is, 
“May the blessings of Heaven rest 
upon us and all regular Masons.” 
How different that is from the spir- 
it which would take the gospel to 
every creature as commanded by 
Christ! 

Here is another example. My 
brother, see if this is the spirit of 
Christ. The tenth section of the 
Master Masons obligation is as fol- 
lows: 

“Furthermore, that I will not 
have illicit carnal intercourse with 
a Master Mason’s wife, mother, sis- 
ter or daughter, I knowing them to 
be such; nor suffer it to be done 
by others if in my power to pre- 
vent it.” 

Notice that this clause of the 
Master Mason’s oath does not for- 
bid adultery or fornication in every 
case. It does not obligate the Ma- 
son not to commit adultery with 
the wives, mothers, sisters or 
daughters of others not Masons. It 
does not even prevent a Master 
Mason from committing adultery 
or fornication with the wife, moth- 
er, sister or daughter of the En- 
tered Apprentice or Fellow-Craft 
Mason, those who have had only 
the first or the first and second 
degrees. Further, this obligation 
does not prevent the Mason from 
committing adultery or fornication 
with the wife, mother, sister or 
daughter of a Master Mason, pro- 
viding he does not know them to 
be such. No, it is a very limited 
obligation, an obligation that pro- 
tects only those that he knows 
to be the wife, mother, sister or 
daughter of Master Masons. 

Is there anything in the Bible 
like that? 

Does Christianity anywhere 
teach that it is a special sin to 
commit adultery with a certain 
very special class who have paid 
for protection, perhaps, while it 
would not be such a sin to ruin the 
sister or daughter or wife or moth- 
er of one who has not paid in 
money for protection, nor entered 
into a covenant with one, that they 
will only seducejand ruin the wives, 
mothers, sisters and daughters of 
outsiders? Again, I say that the 
spirit and attitude of the lodges 
are unchristian, absolutely con- 
trary to the spirit and teaching of 
Christ. 

Again, the proud and haughty 
arrogance of the lodges directly 
contradicts the humility command- 
ed of Christians. Jesus said in 
Matthew 23:5-12: 


“But all their works they do 
for to be seen of men: they 
make broad their phylacteries, 
and enlarge the borders of 
their garments, 

“6. And love the uppermost 
rooms at feasts, and the chief 
seats in the synagogues, 

“7. And greetings in the 
markets, and to be called of 
men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 

“8. But be not ye called Rab- 


Articles On Lodges 
Creating Profound 


Impression 


Nothing printed in The Sword of 
the Lord in many weeks has 
aroused as much interest and com- 
ment as the articles now running 
on the lodge question and wheth- 
er or not it is a sin for Christians 
to be yoked up with unbelievers in 
secret orders. Many people are 
writing for extra copies for their 
friends. Every day people come by 
the office of The Sword of the Lord 
and ask for copies of the paper 
with these messages. Some who 
want the papers secretly ask 
members of the church here in 
Dallas to get them copies, A good 
many are writing to say that they 
were once members of the lodges 
but when they got saved, they felt 
convicted of the sin of going on 
with unbelievers and taking wicked 
oaths, and that they withdrew from 
the secret orders. One dear man 
with gray hair, came with tears 
and trembling lips to tell me that 
he was turning in his card and 
would be yoked up no longer in the 
lodge! Some fine Christian young 
men who had planned to enter the 
lodge for business reasons, tell me 
and others that they have definite- 
ly decided that it would be a sin 
and they are not going to join. 

Not all the reaction is so favor- 
able. Word comes that a Mason 
warned that I might simply dis- 
appear and no one would know 
what became of me, as had been 
true of others. Strong pressure 
is being brought to bear on some 
members of the church, to turn 
them against me. The Sunday 
Morning Dallas News gave my pic- 
ture, with a write-up that I often 
preached on controversial subjects, 
and particularly giving an ac- 
count of my message on lodges 
in the Galilean Baptist Church, and 
in two issues of The Sword of the 
Lord. The Dallas News said that 
the sermon and articles had 
aroused a good deal of unfavorable 
comment among Masons. Some 
good Christians became alarmed 
for the editor’s safety. However, a 
Christian is always safe when he 
is in the will of God. And the re- 
action to the articles on the lodges 
in The Sword of the Lord is just a 
good, strong evidence that a real 
child of God ought to come out 
and be separate and not be yoked 
up with unbelievers in the lodges, 
with their wicked, blasphemous 
oaths, and their bond with unbe- 
lievers. 


If you want extra copies of these 
articles on the lodges, be sure to 
write in detail. Please send 2c a 
copy for extra copies, 


Some are asking for the articles 
to be put in pamphlet form. Would 
you like that? And would you cir- 
culate it widely? If so, notify the 
editor. I should like very much to 
have these articles used of God. 


And don’t forget that there is 
more dynamite coming yet, more 
than you have any idea, unless you 
have studied this thing most 
prayerfully. Don’t miss the next 
issues of The Sword of the Lord. 


bi: for one is your Master, 
even Christ, and all ye are 
brethren. 

“9. And call no man your fa- 
ther upon the earth: for one 
is your Father, which is in 
heaven. 

“10. Neither be ye called 
masters: for one is your Mas- 
ter, even Christ. 

“11. But he that is greatest 
among you shall be your serv- 
ant. 


“12. And whosoever shall 
exalt himself shall be abased; 
and he that shall humble him- 
self shall be exalted.” 
Remember that Jesus is speak- 

ing of the Pharisees, those self- 
righteous hypocrites who outward- 
ly appeared righteous to men, but 
inwardly were full of all iniquity, 
those who did not believe in be- 
ing born again and would not sub- 
mit to Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
They loved the chief seats, they 
loved special robes and enlarged 
borders on their garments. They 
loved to be called Rabbi and Mas- 
ter. They exalted themselves. But 


Jesus said that Christians should 

not be so nor do so. Many, many 

times in the Bible Christians are 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


“And He ae ee 


Some, Evangelists” 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGD 2) 


evangelist is the last. Pastors turn 
to social program, missionaries 
found schools and teach English 
and the American way of life, but 
the evangelist has no job if he 
does not evangelize. Wesley did 
more to save England from athe- 
ism than all the established church- 
es in the realm. The revivals of 
D. L. Moody set back the growth 
of rationalism and modern infideli- 
ty fifty years in America. One Tor- 
rey is worth forty universities in 
the cause of Christ. Evangelism 
is the very heart and center and 
body of the great commission. 
There never has been and there 
never will be any substitute for the 
work of great soul winning 
evangelists, prophets of God pro- 
claiming to great crowds the gos- 
pel verities and urging to repent- 
ance and confession of Christ. 

Sometimes evangelists must hold 
revivals without the support of 
churches. Wesley did, Whitfield 
did. Is the present-day evangelist 
a weakling? Is the Holy Spirit 
bound? Evangelists must some- 
times go where the people are, 
without adequate equipment of 
building and seats, without money 
for advertising, and without ade- 
quate help. But George Whitfield 
preached on the commons to as 
high as 20,000 people, it is said. 
Miners gathered in the fields to 
hear him. Thousands of them, un- 
washed, stood under the open sky 
and wept and repented at his mes- 
sages.’ Wesley preached from his 
father’s tombstone when _ the 
church was locked against him. 
General William Boothe left his 
church to reach the drunkards and 
harlots by the thousands, and under 
God made these same drunkards 
and harlots, with the poor and il- 
literate, preachers of salvation gos- 
pel on thousands of street corners, 
with tambourines and drums, and 
with music hall ditties turned into 
gospel hymns! The Saviour said, 
“The fields are white unto harvest, 
and the laborers are few.”’ That is 
still true today. Unregenerate 
sinners multiply. With war, crime, 
fear, divorce, unemployment, fail- 
ure, unrest and frustration, there 
was never a greater opportunity 
for a God-sent evangelist than 
now! 

If the fire of God falls as it fell 
on Mount Carmel with Elijah, the 
people will cry, “The Lord, he is 
the God; the Lord, he is the God” 
(I Kings 18:39). The Word of God 
is still quick and powerful and 
sharper than any two-edged sword 
(Heb. 4:12). The Holy Spirit is 
able to break the hardest heart and 
to reach the inaccessible. The gos- 
pel is still the power of God unto 
salvation. If evangelists look to 
the circumstances, and depend on 
the favor of men, if they primarily 
seek to entertain or to amuse, or 
to hold the people by little tricks, 
then they will have hard sledding 
in these awfully wicked and apos- 
tate days. But if evangelists preach 
with the boldness and power of 
such Spirit-filed men as Elijah at 
Mount Carmel, as John the Baptist 
at the Jordan, and as Peter at 
Pentecost—all of them despised by 
the religious leaders, all of them 
without equipment, without co- 
operation, without recommenda- 
tions — then the same God of Eli- 
jah and John the Baptist and Peter 
will honor His Word, will answer 
prayer, and will turn His people’s 
hearts back to him again and will 
save sinners! God has set an open 
door before those He calls as evan- 
gelists, and that door no man can 
shut, thank God! 

With burning heart, and yet a 
happy one, this editor has resigned 
the pastorate of the Galilean Bap- 
tist Church, Dallas, to spend his 
whole time on the field, with soul 
winning campaigns, the dearest 
thing to my heart and first in my 
plans. It is not new to me. From 
1926 to 1932 all my time was giv- 
en as an evangelist and radio 
preacher. All through the years 
much time has been given in re- 
vivals. Last year I spoke for the 
Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee of Chicago in the Noon-day 
Theatre Meetings during two en- 
gagements of three weeks each. 
Evangelistic campaigns were held 
in Salem Evangelical Free Church 
of Chicago, Midwest Bible Church, 
Chicago, at First Baptist Churches 
at Hastings, Minnesota; Maywood, 
California; Kingman, Kansas; 
Evangelistic messages were given 


at Bible conferences at Clear Lake, 


Iowa, and Cedar Lake, Indiana; eS 


Revival campaigns were held with 
City Wide Tabernacle, Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, with Marquette Manor 
Baptist Church, Chicago, with 
Walnut Street Baptist Church, 
Waterloo, Iowa, Shell Presb 

Church at Kilgore, Texas; Revival 
messages were given for eight 
days with the Pacific Garden Mis- 
sion, and eighteen messages given 
in Moody Bible Institute. Count- 
ing over invitations that I could 
not accept, I discovered that there 
were about twenty calls that I 
could not respond to after spend- 
ing nearly half of the year away 
from the church of which I was 
pastor. . 


The deepest possible concern 
moves my heart. I need wisdom 
from God to go only where He 
leads. I must have special leading 
in deciding what sermons to 
preach, and how to conduct the 
campaigns. Above all, I need such 
an enduement of power from on 
high, such an overwhelming visita- 
tion of the Holy Spirit as shall 
prepare and empower me for the 
duties ahead. Yet I have a glad 
heart. Two blessed promises I 
claim. Jesus said to one who real- 
ly carries out the great commis- 
sion, “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the ends of the world.” 
That is for me and I claim it. 
Another is, “He that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him” (Psa, 126:6). 


I know something of the prok 
lems that face the evangelist. The 
evangelist is in the limelight, sub- 
ject to every criticism, attacked by 
every enemy of the gospel. He goes 
always among strangers, and is 
under suspicion with many until he 
proves himself. Every word an 
evangelist says and every act of 
his life must stand the white light 
of publicity and criticism. 


But even more serious is the 
thought that_any real soul winner 
must have a daily crucifixion of 
self. I know of no way to speak 
in the power of God, to have super- 
natural, miraculous results in the 
daily soul winning business, except 
by such a daily purging, daily de- 
nying of self, daily taking up the 
cross aS means condemnation to 
death. Home, wife, children, ease, 
mus -be left—behingd A te he 
gelist must be all things to all 
men, that by all means he might 
win some. To the evangelist many 
things that are lawful are not ex- 
pedient. No doubt the reason there 
are so few real evangelists today 
is that the cost is so heavy. May 
God give grace to gladly wear the 
yoke and carry the cross, that the 
joy and power of the Holy Ghost 
may be upon me! 


The evangelist must prove again 
and again that God answers 
prayer. I have sjx children, one 
of them ready for college in a few 
days. It will take money to feed, 
clothe, educate six daughters. I 
have The Sword of the Lord whieh 
has cost me some three thousand 
dollars in cash, besides much la- 
bor and concern, these more than 
five years. Thefe must be money 
for printing, money for salaries for 
the faithful young women who 
work for me. But the God who 
owns the gospel is the God who 
owns the world and the God who 
says go and provide and will pro- 
vide. What a thrill to know I can 
prove Him afresh, as faithful as 
I have long ago known Him-to 


Let us earnestly pray that God 
will lay His hand upon others and 
thrust them out into the soul win- 
ning business. And it is the ear- 
nest cry of my heart, that those 
who love the Lord Jesus will pray 
for me, that God will breathe upon 
me the power of the Holy Ghost 
such as I have never had, and that 
literally thousands of souls may be 
saved in revival campaigns where 
He leads me. 


Wm. H. McNitzky® 
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Lod e Religion Unchristian and Antichristian words ‘system or sect’ do not 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


commanded to be humble, not to 
seek the honor of men. 

But notice the names by which 
men call themselves in the secret 
orders. Here are some titles, etc., 
of the secret orders, 

“General High Priest of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter of the United 
States.” 

“Past Grand Patriarch.” 

“Worshipful Master.” 

“Sublime Master Elect.” 

“Grand Master Architect.” 

“Grand Pontiff.” 

“Grand Inspector Inquisitor Com- 
mander.”’ 

“Sublime Prince of the Royal 
Secret.” 

Do those titles and terms of the 
secret orders fit in with the plain 
command of Jesus Christ for Chris- 
tians? 

And consider the trumpery of the 
lodges, their plumed hats, their 
scarlet sashes, their tin swords, 
their white gloves. Consider their 
expensive jewels. See processions 
of lodge members, some proud as 
game cocks in their finery, and 
others embarrassed and self-con- 
scious in ostrich feathers and 
sashes and play swords! Do they 
not remind you of the Pharisees 
who made broad their phylacteries, 
and enlarged the borders of their 
garments? 

Nay, rather, do they not remind 
you of little boys wearing Indian 


pistols and stick horses? Whether 
they be Ku Klux Klansmen cov- 
ered with sheets and pillowcases, 
or boisterous Shriners with fezzes, 
or some other order in brilliant 
dress, do you think the haughty 
display fits in with the Scripture 
given above by our Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ? The spirit of 
the lodges, I say, is not the spirit 
of Christianity. The religion of the 
lodges is not Christianity but a 
false and pagan and antichristian 
religion. 

- “Why do men join lodges? Is it 
to get out the gospel to the whole 
world? Is it to win souls? Is it 
to promote missions? Are the 
motives of the lodges Christian 
motives ? 

Careful thought and investiga- 
ion will show that the pr’ncipal 
motive of lodge membership is 
selfish. 

Men join lodges to gain advance- 
ment politically. Masons, for ex- 
ample, are sworn to prefer Ma- 
sons above others in political mat- 
ters. Political candidates very 
often go about giving secret grips 
and signs to obtain support. When 
a-widely known politician dies, note 
how many lodges he had joined 
and how high was his position in 
them as reported in the papers! 
The man who is known as the most 
powerful politician in America, 
probably not excepting even the 
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president, does much of his political 
work through his contact with 
lodge men. And lodge men want 
to elect lodge brothers to office so 
they may obtain favors or protec- 
tion, or so the order may be ex- 
alted. I say the motive is usually 
selfish. 

Men join lodges to expect to get 
favors in business, and often do. 
Particularly, they expect to have 
help in times of financial distress, 
in old age, or in sickness. And 
they very generally hope that their 
widows and orphans will be cared 
for by their lodge brothers. The 
motives are selfish. Again and 
again preachers have excused 
themselves to me concerning their 
lodge affiliation, saying that they 
feared a time would come when 
they did not have friends, or when 
their wives and children would not 
have support, if they did not join 
the lodges. 

This self-seeking, how does that 
compare with the teachings of Je- 
sus Christ? He Who said, “Take 
no thought for the morrow” and 
again said, “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added 
unto you” (Matt. 6:33, 34), surely 
would not claim the religion of the 
lodges. The lodges are unchristian 
and the religion of the lodges is 
not the Christian religion, but a 
pagan, heathen, and antichristian 
religion. 


Remember, I do not say that 
lodge members are not Christian. 
Some of them are, and some cer- 
tainly are not. I am not talking 
about individuals now, but about 
the institutions themselves. The 
lodges are unchristian and their 
religion is certainly not the Chris- 
tian religion. 


Christ Is Rejected As Saviour 
By the Lodges 


Christian religion is not simply 
a worship of God. The Christian 
religion involves a coming to God 
through Jesus Christ. Christ Him- 
self said, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me” (John 14: 
6). Jesus claimed emphatically, 
“I and my Father are one” (John 
10:30). Phe Bible says, ‘‘There is 
one God, and one mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ Je- 
sus” (I Tim. 2:5). The Old Testa- 
ment prophecy about Jesus was 
that He should be called “The 
mighty God, The everlasting Fa- 
ther” (Isa. 9:6). Christianity and 
the Christian religion involves the 
recognizing that Christ is God. Ac- 
cording to the Bible, God created 
all things through Christ (Heb. 
1:2; Col. 1:15-17). According to 
the Bible, it is only by the death 
of Christ that man’s sins can be 
paid for, and only through faith 
in Him as Saviour that any man 
can be saved (John 3:16; I Cor. 
15:3, 4; John 5:24; John 3:36). 
The Christian religion, then, must 
be centered around Christ as the 
only begotten Son of God, and the 
only way that we can approach 
God for salvation and the only way 
we can call upon God acceptably in 
prayer. Christ Himself as God, is 
the heart and center of the Chris- 
tian religion. 


We have seen that to Masonry 


,and to the Odd Fellow lodges, 


Christianity is on a par with Mo- 
hammedanism and Judaism, and 
Christ is on a par with heathen 
teachers. Now let us show fur- 
ther that Christ as the only divine 
Saviour, with a name above every 
name, is rejected and denied and 
crucified afresh in the lodges. 
George L. Hunt calls attention 
to this remarkable fact. The Grand 
Lodge of Odd Fellows for the 
State of Massachusetts asked the 


| Sovereign Grand Lodge of the 


World on February 14th, 1889, this 
question, “Is it lawful for a chap- 
lain to commence and finish his 
prayer in the name of Christ?” 
This is given in the report, page 
336. Evidently some Christian 
chaplain, accustomed to praying in 
the name of Christ as we are com- 
manded to do in the Bible, had 
tried to do that in the lodge and 
was rebuked. Here is the answer 
of the Sovereign Grand Lodge of 
the World to Odd-Fellows: 


“Our Order only requires a 
belief in the existence of the 
Supreme Being as a qualifica- 
tion for membership, and has 
no affinity with any religious 
sect or system of faith; hence 
EVERYTHING SAVORING 
OF SECTARIANISM IS NOT 
TO BE TOLERATED. The 
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have reference merely to the 
sects within the pale of Chris- 
tianity, but have a far broad- 
er significance and include all 
the religions of the world. In 
this sense Christianity is a 
sect; hence it is inexpedient, 
and I think unlawful to make 
prominent references to it in 
lodge work. We have Jews, 
and may have Mohammedans 
and others of non-christian 
sects within our Order, and 
the rule applies to them equal- 
ly with members of the Chris- 
tian faith.” 


Remember this is in answer to 
the question, “Is it lawful for 
a chaplain to commence and 
finish his prayer in the name 
of Christ?” in an Odd-Fellow’s 
lodge. The answer is a definite 
“no.” Praying in the name of 
Christ would be “savoring of sec- 
tarianism,” and according to the 
Sovereign Grand Lodge of the 
World for Odd-Fellows that “is not 
to be tolerated.” To Odd-fellow- 
ship, Christianity is merely a sect, 
no better than the religion of Jews 
who believe that Christ is simply 
the bastard Son of a Jewish har- 
lot, no better than Mohammedan- 
ism with its false prophet, Mo- 
hammed, which denies and hates 
Jesus Christ. 


According to the above state- 
ment, then, the Order of Odd Fel- 
lows” has no affinity with any re- 
ligious sect or system of faith,” so 
it is certainly not Christian. It 
“only requires a belief in the ex- 
istence of the Supreme Being as a 
qualification for membership.” So 
Odd Fellows certainly do not need 
to be born again. Any heathen 
who believes in some god could 
join that lodge and make a good 
member. 


Christian, how do you feel going 
into a lodge where you may not 
pray in the name of Christ, where 
that is expressly forbidden? How 
do you feel being in a lodge where 
you must leave Christ outside lest 
you should offend those who hate 
Him and do not believe in Him, but 
who are just as good Odd Fellows 
as you? 

And please remember that that 
is the ruling of the Sovereign 
Grand Lodge of the World for Odd 
Fellows. Could anything be plain- 
er? 

The I. O. O. F. was founded by 
Masons and there got its religious 
conceptions which are not the con- 
ceptions of Christianity. In Ma- 
sonry, too, Christ is dishonored. 
A few of the degrees, which are 
said to be taken from the Old 
Crusader’s ritual, mention Christ, 
the Saviour, etc., and that ritual 
was not changed to fit with the 
general conception of Masonry. 
But in Masonic degrees in general, 
and in Masonic literature, it is 
plainly taught that the religion of 
Masonry is the religion of Unitari- 
anism, that is, a religion without a 
Saviour, a religion without the 
blood of Christ, a religion that does 
not call Jesus Christ, Lord. 

Repeatedly, from many, many 
sources I have heard that in Ma- 
sonic lodges it was not proper for 
people to pray in the name of Je- 
sus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
For instance, I have before me a 
statement by Rev. Wendell P. 
Loveless. He is a well known Bible 
teacher and minister, head of ra- 
dio WMBI, the full time radio sta- 
tion conducted by Moody Bible In- 
stitute in Chicago. Rev. Loveless 
was ex-chaplain of the Masonic 
lodge at Wheaton, Illinois. He says, 

“T was regularly initiated into 
seven degrees of the Masonic Or- 
der, holding, for a time, the office 
of Chaplain in the Blue Lodge, and 
my knowledge of this society is 
therefore the result of my ex- 
perience as a member of it. I now 
hold a regular demit from the or- 
der,. which indicates that I was 
in good and regular standing when 
I seceded from it.” (Page 1, The 
Christian and Secret Societies, by 
Loveless; 5c per copy, National 
Christian Association, 850 W. Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, Ill.) After 
showing how he was compelled by 
the Lord to leave the Masonic 
lodge, and come out from the unbe- 
lievers there, Mr. Loveless says, 
(page 14), 

“As Chaplain in the Masonic 
Lodge, I offered the prayers of 
the lodge and heard many 
others offered, but never once 
in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. His name is excluded. 
Certainly it must be very plain 
that a true believer in Jesus 
Christ, can have no fellowship 
in that kind of organization.” 
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Lodge prayers are not offered 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
The lodge promises the uncon- 
verted Jew, the Hindu, the Mo- 
hammedan, or any Christ-re- 


there is a Supreme Being, that 

he may come to the lodge and 

there find nothing to offend. 

Since unconverted sinners do 

not love Jesus Christ, since 

modernists and rationalists de- 
ny that He is the very Son of 

God, atoning for man’s sins, 

and the only way of salvation, 

and since Mohammedans and 

Hindus, like other pagans and 

heathens, reject Christ’ and do 

not accept Him as the Saviour, 

Son of God and very God, 

then the lodges shut out Jesus 

Christ that they may not of- 

fend those who hate Him and 

reject Him! 

Before me are two Masonic 
Burial Services, adopted respec- 
tively in 1921 and in 1930 by the 
Grand Lodge of Texas. In them I 
have just counted ten separate 
prayers, not counting the Lord’s 
prayer in each. And in the ten 
prayers, the name of Jesus Christ 
is not mentioned, the prayers are 
not offered in His name, no men- 
tion of salvation by His blood, nor 
claiming Him as Saviour, nor of 
being born again through Him, is 
made. The religion of the lodges is 
not the religion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The prayers of the lodges 
are not prayers in His name. The 
trust of the lodges is not trust 
in Christ as Saviour. The hope of 
the lodges is in good works and 
not in the blood of Jesus Christ 

Dr. James M. Gray, so long at 
the head of Moody Bible Institute 
in Chicago, was everywhere re- 
spected as a great Christian and 
a great scholar. Dr. James M. 
Gray gave an address, “The Open 
Confession,” delivered at the an- 
nual meeting of the National Chris- 
tian Association in Chicago in 
1910, showing why Christians 
should not be members of lodges. 
Among other things Dr. Gray 
said, 


"The Lodge Conception of Christ 


“IT have given some atten- 
tion also to another of the 
books just named, ‘Morals and 
Dogma,’ prepared for the Su- 
preme Council of the 33rd De- 
gree, Scottish Rite. To be told, 
as we are in this book, that 
the Christian Mason sees our 
Lord Jesus Christ foreshad- 
owed in the _ divinities of 
heathenism, and that no one 
has a right to object if others 
observe in Him only the 
‘logos’ of Plato; to be told that 
lost humanity cannot be again 
united to God, except by long 
trials and many purifications, 
and that thus only can men be 
freed from the calamity of 
sin; to be told that God has 
given us powers, by which we 
may escape from sin, and live 
calmly, and come off conquer- 
ors; to have the square and 
compass placed upon the same 
plane as the Holy Bible among 
the Great Lights of the Order 
and the furniture of the lodge; 
and to be told that the doc- 
trines of the Bible are often 
not clothed in the language of 
strict truth, and that one who 
follows the perils and occupa- 
tions of life in the great train- 
ing of providence, will require 
neither the church nor ordi- 
nances, except for the expres- 
sion of his religious homage 
and gratitude; to make Ma- 
sonry absolutely superior to 
Christianity in certain of its 
teachings, as for instance, in. 
political equality; to be told 
that at its altars, the heathen, 
the Christian, the Jew, the 
Moslem, the followers of 
Zoroaster can unite in prayer 
as one; to practically charge 
the Word of God with incon- 
sistency, and God himself with 
cruelty, because of the attend- 
ing sacrifice of blood; such 
teachings seem sacrilegious 
and blasphemous in the ex- 
treme to the earnest, intelli- 

gent Christian. 


“They seem unworthy of the 
endorsement of Christian men, 
since they are derogatory to 
the Saviour and destructive of 
the ‘gospel of his grace. They 
are moreover contributing to 
the culminating sin of the 
present age, which, according 
to the New Testament, is the 
deification of humanity in the 
person of the man of sin, the 
Antichrist, and the dethroning 
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of Jehovah in the government 

of the world. 

“These are serious charges 
indeed, but they are not 
against any individual or set 
of individuals, but against an 
institution, or a system, if you 
please. Moreover, if some of 
my Masonic friends should say 
that is not a fair, intelligent 
or candid representation of 
that institution or system, I 
can only point them in all sin- 
cerity to the authorities that 
I have named.” 

The above tract for Christians 
may be secured from the National 
Christian Association, 850 W. Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, Illinois, 5c 
each. 

Read the above passage by this 
saintly Dr. Gray carefully again. 
Surely it adds still further weight 
to the overwhelming evidence that 
the religion of the lodges is not 
only unchristian, but it is definite- 
ly antichristian, that it dishonors 
Christ so that no child of God 


-| ought ever to be a member of the 


lodges. Lodge membership is a 
contradiction of Christianity. It is 
a compromise for Christians. In 
the lodges Christians are “yoked 
up with unbelievers,” and ought to 
get out. 


Are Some Predestined 
To Be Saved and 
Some To Be Lost? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


destinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might 
be the firstborn among many 
brethren.”’ 

First, God knows ahead of time 
whoever will trust in Him. God 
knows the future. And when God 
knows that a certain person will 
put His trust in Christ for salva- 
tion, then God predestinates, or de- 
termines that He will take that one 
straight on through to glory until 
He turns out in the image of Je- 
sus Christ! God’s foreknowledge 
comes first. Then when God knows 
that one will trust in Christ for 
salvation, God determines to take 
him on through. The Holy Spirit 
calls him and then when he trusts 


in Christ, he is justified. Then at~ 


the second coming of Christ he 
will be glorified. Now read Ro- 
mans 8:30 which says, ““Moreover 
whom he did predestinate, them 
he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and 
whom he justified, them he also 
glorified.” 

If you remember that predesti- 
nation and election are based on 
God’s foreknowledge, then that is 
as close as you need to come to 
the doctrine in the Bible. Certain- 
ly whosoever will may trust Christ 
and be saved. And the vilest sin- 
ner that ever lived has his sins 
all paid for by the death of Christ. 
Isn’t He a wonderful . Saviour? 
And we may honestly tell people 
that whosoever will may take of 
the water of life freely. 

Let me know if I can help you 
further. 

Praying God’s blessings upon 
you, I am, 

Your brother in Christ, 
JOHN R. RICE 
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